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Secondly, an invention of a new machine or of a
new method of farming will harm both the owners of
tools now shown to be inferior, the specialized workers
who previously performed the work now undertaken
by the machine, and those owning or working on land
less suitable for the new methods, but will benefit in
particular those with special facilities for using the new
inventions. Thus the farm labourers who destroyed
threshing machines in the riots of 1830 and 1831 were
quite right in thinking that such machines would tend
to lower their immediate incomes. Again, the inven-
tion of the combine harvester and of methods of dry
land wheat farming have reduced the incomes of fanners
who previously grew wheat in districts less suitable
for large-scale operations or in damper climates.
Thirdly, a reduction in the cost of transport will
help agriculturists far from the big consuming markets,
but will damage those with high costs of production
who are near the market. Thus the development of
ocean transport and of railways in the United States
led to the flooding of the English market with cheap
wheat in the 1870*5, while the introduction of refrigera-
tion lowered the price of meat and dairy products in
the 1890*3. Both these changes made the agricultural
population of England worse off, for a time, than it
had been, though it helped America and Australasia.
Again, the rapid improvement in road transport
greatly reduced the cost of transporting perishable 4
goods such as milk to city markets, thus making it
possible for dairying districts such as the South-West
of Scotland to supply these cities with liquid milk, and
diminishing the favoured position of the areas near the
market.